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Traditions, a living reality in the NE
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A two-day national seminar

| and photographic exhibition on

“Eastern Himalayan Domestic

Architecture in.India’s North- se
East” organized by The Glob-

al Open University Nagaland
(TGOUN) in collaboration with
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) and Society for Cul-
tural Heritage for North-EastIn-
dia, got underway here at Hotel

| Acacia.

Chancellor, TGOUN, TN
Mannen, IAS (retd), the chief
guest of the inaugural

tourist destination.
Delivering the keynote ad-

~ dress, vice chancellor TGOUN,

Dr. HN Dutta, said the domestic
architecture of North-East India,
be it rehgxous or secular, repre-

g and economic sustain-
ability. Dutta said building me-
diums and materials used were
collected from nature and these
materials were biodegradable
andhence eco-friendly.

He said manufacturing of
indigenous clothes, ink and
dyes, tools and equipment, fur-
niture, treatment of wood, pro-

harmonious..

and “indigenous” people should
replace tribals, at least in aca-
demic discourses. Handa also
called forabalancebetweenmo-
dernityandtraditionalway ofliv-
ingand added, “presentlyall our |
thinking, food and houses. haye.
become synthetic” "“ :

Dr. Heidi Tacier from Swit-
zerland also said the NE has re-
mained “unspoiled” so far and
said it was a veritable delight to
experience the diverse cultures
of the region. Heidi also inaugu-
rated the photographic exhibi-
tion at Tourist Lodge.
Superintendent archaeolo-

gist, ASI, Guwahati, Dr.

session in his address
said the architecture of
indigenous communi-
ties of the North-East
including Naga tribes is
intrinsically linked with

National seminar

on North East

architecture underway

Milan Chauley, also re-
ferred to the nomencla-
ture “tribals” as aremnant
of the colonial era and
said “westernization has
given us many things but |

their culture and tradi-
tion. Mannensaid the tradition-
alNagaarchitectureismarked by
creativityand aesthetic beauty.
The chancéllor TGOUN not-
ed that with the advent of Chris-
tianity, the culture and heritage
of Nagas including their archi-
tectural designs have been “sys-
tematically discouraged’; which
hesaidwould prove disastrousto
Nagapeopleinthelongrun.
Stressing on the need to pre-
serve, protect and promote the
rich cultural heritage of the in-
digenous communities of NE
including Nagas, Mannen said
the diverse cultural heritage can
propelthe NEregionintoamajor

curing thatch, nourishing cane
and bamboo and selection of
site for buildinghouseswere all
donerespecting nature.

“It (NE) is a region where ar-
chaeology is not confined to the
ossified and fossilized objects,
this is a region where the past
traditions and practices are still
aliving reality’, the vice chancel-
lorsaid.

Dr. OC Handa from Shimla
said the nomenclature “tribal”
used for indigenous inhabitants
of NEisdemeaningas NE people
are culturally more advanced
than many otherraces and com-
munities. He suggested “natives”

also deprived us of many
things.” He said the indigenous |
people should come out of “trib-
al” mindset as they are inferior
to no one in terms of civilization.
He also said the NE with its rich
culture heritage and bio-diversi-
ty has tremendous scope for ad-
venture and eco-tourism.
Resource persons of the
second session included Dr. SS

-Singh, assistant archaeologist

ASI; Ujjwal Jyoti Das, NIT Silchar;
Dr. Milan Chauley Kumar; Dr.
Tiatoshi, Nagaland University;
Dr. Heidi Tacier, Dr. Kripasindu
Dey, asst. curator, district mu-
seum Bomdila and Dr. Ditamula
Vasa, Nagaland University.



